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Arachmda 

From notes by Theodore H. Savoby, m.a., f.b.s. 

Two collections of Arachnid a were made during IS 39, and 
.sent to Mr. T. H. Savory for identification. Together they 
contained representatives of one species of scorpion, twenty-nine 
spiders and five false-scorpions, The Pseudoscorplones were 
passed on to Dr. J. C. Chamberlin of Idaho, who has not yet 
reported on them. Tim remainder, the scorpion and the spiders, 
formed the subject of a paper contributed by Mr. Savory to the 
Annals and Magazine of Natural History (Set. 11, Vol. x, May 
1943, pp. 355-360), from which the following list and the 
concluding paragraphs are quoted. 

Three earlier collections were made on Christmas Island (one 
by the officers of the Flying Fisk in January 1887, one by J. J. 
Lister hi Sep Lem her of the some year, and one by C. W. Andrews 
in 18915—97J of which the second, by Lister, formed the basis 
of a paper by R. L Pocock in Proc. Zoo!. Soc. (1888, pp. 660-561), 
This paper was reprinted in the Monoyrttph of Christmas Intend 
(1900, pp. 156-162), with a short note on a few unidentified 
specimens collected by Andrews, and forms the only previous 
record of the Arachnids occurring on the island. Pocock’s list 
comprises erne scorpion, nine spiders and three false-seorpions. 

Mr. Savory's list is based on my collections and the paper 
published by Pocock. It includes the one scorpion and thirty-uiie 
spiders: the seven species taken by the earlier collectors and 
again by myself are marked Imre by a single asterisk, and the 
two species obtained by Lister but not taken again in 1930 by 
a double asterisk. (C. A. Gib&ou-Hitt). 

Order SCORPIONES 

* Hormurus avstralasiae Fabricius. 

Order AR ANEAE 

Family FiLlsTATIDAE, 

Filistata <jibxonMlli } sp. nov. 2 9, 

Family Dysdehidae, 

* :i: Armdm Pocock. 

Family CEcOBiipats. 

CE cabins nanus Blackwall. 1 9 , 1 juv* 

Family Heksi T,i ] DAB. 

Hcrsiliote versicolor Black walk 1 , 
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Family Lycosidae. 

Lycosa cluLpcri Simon. 4 9 - 

Family Aoelenij}ae. 

Agd&na, sp. no mm dot. 1 5 . 

Family Sicariidae, 

Scyiodett delicti tula Sim cm, 2 2 . 

Svytodes marniorata L. Koch, 2 2 . 

* Scytudes vewusta Thorelh 2 ?* 9 juv. 

Family THERiPIlPAE* 

Theridicm tepidurionim C. Koch. R ? , 2 juv. 

A rgyrodcs ttryentata Cambridge, 3 9 . 

family PliUhCIDAE. 

Phokus yracUim-iis Thorell. 1 9, 

Arf oma mauricica, W'akkenaer. 1 £, 1 2 1 3 juv. 

Si ii criiigolapknx elcmgatus Vinson. 12 ? r 4 juv. 

Crosairpriza Lyoni Black wall, 1 £ , ti 9 * 

Family Ulouoridae. 

Ulobormt yeuicuiatus Olivier.. 2 f t 3 juv. 

Family Aecuopidae, 

A ranevs Lhei&i Wale ken nor, 8 9 , 1 juv. 

Araneus nautilus L, Koch* 2 2, 5 juv, 

■ Aryiwpt- reifuvardti Doleschall* 3 2,2 juv* 

Aryiupa trifasciata Forsk. 2 9. 

” Cyrfub'a itmlvivinunsia Thorell, 2 i,S juv* 

Tetriu/natha vwnt-x Black walk S f ( 

* Ncphila tdyritarsi& L. Koch. 3 9. 

" Cyri&phom unicoU/r Doleschall* 1 2, 

Family Sparassidal* 

:: Heterapoda U-Sltri Pocoek* 1 -i, 3 f . 

Hcter&pada veyia Fall Hems, 2 9 - 
Family Cltueiqnidae, 

Corinom-ma mottretis Thorell. 1 9 . 

Family Attidae. 

Menemerns hit-ittutiLS Du four, 3 5,3 5- 
fltixipp'iis pay fculli Auden in, ft ° . 
llanariu# adanstoni Audomn. 2 v * 

41 * lloiiialattux iiuratum L* Koch, 

In u note at the end of his paper, Poeock remarks that 
Lister’s collection also contained a female Mygalcunorph belonging 
to Lhe genus Facyocrypta, several now sub-adult Xyst.iciis, a 
female of (.he genus Lit-hyplm-nt-i's, some young O^yopidae and 
several small Attidae* In Dr. Gibson-lTill'a collection there is 
no Mygalomorph, no Xysticus, no Lithyphantcn a]id no Qxyopps, 
It is therefore dear that further collecting on the Island, should 
be productive. 
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Moreover, Borland gives on page 394 oi his book, Les 
Arachnids a List of the names of eight species of Spiders 
described as cosmopolitan and 14 more described as cosmotropical. 
Seven of the former species and Jive of the latter have not yet 
been recorded front Christmas Island, and in this respect it ls 
uf interest to notice that three of the missing cosmopolitans— 
Tuirfa'fW. grossa, Photeus phultingi&ides and Tegcn&Tta domes ire a 
—have not yet been recorded from the islands of the Pacific. 

The length of the present Christmas Island list, 31 species, 
compares not unfavourably with that of other oceanic islands,, 
in many uf which collections have been made much more rrc- 
uuentlyl Thus Borland {PeuvU'-niftit du Pacifique, Mem Boe. 
biogeog. Paris, iv. 1934, p. 1CB) gives the following hgm-pa •—~ 
Fiji VI species, Samoa HI, Tahaiti 15, Marquesas 33, Hawaii 10P. 

The Indian Ocean has not been so thoroughly investigated 
as the Pacific, and in consequence it is not yet possible to draw 
conclusions as to distribution in the same way ail Borland has 
been able to do. But one point may be noted. The relation ot 
the Christmas Island fauna to that of Burma and Java, previous > 
noted by Pocock, is emphatically confirmed by the present 
extended col lection. This fact is of more than passing interest 
in view of recent comparisons between the efficiency ot ^enai 
travel on "gossamer" threads and the alternative method oi 
accompanying man in ships as the means by which isolated places 
like islands have received their spider-fauna. Borland supports 
the latter method, Dr. W. S. Bristowe the funner. At Christmas 
Island it appears that during most of the year the prevailing 
winds arc the S. E. Trades, blowing from the Island towards 
Sumatra. It is therefore unlikely that many spiders have arrived 
by air, unless they have come from Australia; arid most of toe 
immigrants have probably been introduced by commerce. 


Mas. 18 r 1941. 


[55] 






